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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office Action is responsive to applicant's second supplemental reply filed on 
24 May 2004. Claims 10, 14, 15, 25, and 29-46 are currently pending in this application. 
Applicants have cancelled claims 34-46 (See Attached Interview Summary). Claims 
10, 14, 15, 25, and 29-33 have now been allowed over the prior art of record. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filled 24 May 2004 have been fully considered and found 
to be persuasive. 

Regarding applicant's response to objections to the specification : Applicant's 
arguments relating to incorporation by reference are persuasive. The examiner 
therefore withdraws the objection to the specification in view applicants 
arguments/declaration filed on 22 March 2004. 

Regarding applicant's response to 112(1) rejections : The examiner withdraws the 
112(1) rejection of claims 10 and 25 in view of the amendment to the claims and 
applicants arguments/declaration filed on 22 March, 31 March, and 24 May 2004 
respectively. 

Regarding applicant's response to 112(2) rejections : Applicants have amended 
claim 25 to remove the term "substantially balanced". Claim 26 has been cancelled. 
Accordingly, the 112(2) rejection is withdrawn. 
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Regarding applicant's response to double patenting rejection : The examiner 
withdraws the double patenting rejection in view of the amendment to the claims and 
applicants arguments/declaration filed on 22 March 2004. 

Regarding applicant's response to 102(a/e) and 103(a) prior art rejections : The 
examiner withdraws the prior art rejections of claims 10 } 14 3 15, 25, and 29-33 in view of 
the amendment to the claims and applicant's arguments/declaration filed on 22 March, 
31 March, and 24 May 2004 respectively. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. James Kurka (applicant's representative) on 1 July 2004. 
- Applicants have canceled claims 34-46. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 10,14, 15, 25, and 29-33 are allowed over the prior art of record. 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Independent claims 10 and 25 use "means for" language and is given deference 
in view of In re Donaldson and interpreted in view of 35 U.S.C. § 112 paragraph 6. The 



Application/Control Number: 09/635,1 16 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2128 

"means fof language and the limitations related thereto of claims 10 and 25 are 
interpreted within the scope of enablement as provided within the relative embodiment 
provided within applicant's specification. Specifically, independent claims 10 and 25 
recites "means for" determining an axial force that is described by the specification in 
passages beginning on page 8, line 13 to page 12, line 19, and shown in Figures 3 A 
and 3B. The examiner has therefore interpreted the "means for" determining an axial 
force as the specific sequence of steps disclosed within the embodiment of applicants 
specification on page 8. line 13 to page 12, line 19. and shown in Figures 3A and 3B in 
distinguishing the claimed invention over the prior art of record. Claims 14, 15, and 29- 
33 are allowable as being dependent from claims 10 and 25 respectively. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance. " 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fred Ferris whose telephone number is 703-305-9670 
and whose normal working hours are 8:30am to 5:00pm Monday to Friday. 
Any inquiry of a general nature relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 
The Official Fax Numbers are: 
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Official (703) 872-9306 

5W ?<?w&, Patent Examiner 
Simulation and Emulation, Art Unit 2123 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Crystal Park 2, Room 5D53 
Crystal City, Virginia 22202 
Phone: (703) 305 - 9670 
FAX: (703) 305 - 7240 
Fred.Ferris@uspto.gov 
January 8, 2004 




